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Like many Namibians who have spent the most part of their infant career years promoting and 
preparing Namibia’s potential as a hydrocarbon endowed country, Nillian is delighted that a 
discovery of hydrocarbons was eventually realized during the first quarter of 2022 by two major 
international oil companies. The hydrocarbon discoveries were realized after several decades of 
costly failed attempts by equally agile and dedicated frontier exploration companies who paved 
the way for others to take the high risk of drilling due to their exploration results that 
demonstrated a working petroleum system. 
 
Nillian has managed Namibia’s oil and gas capacity building programme for the petroleum 
industry for 20 years. She joined the Petroleum Training and Education Fund in 2002, a period that 
has witnessed the Trust Fund train over 330 Namibians primarily in fields of studies that support 
exploration work to mitigate skills obsolescence and mismatch of skills and jobs as well as 
provide support to Namibian institutions of higher education to implement programs that 
among other objectives create awareness of the industry at large. 
 
Nillian is passionate about equitable distribution of national resources, sustainable national 
wealth management, local human capacity enhancement for motivated, disciplined, 
passionate, hardworking, independent but holistic thinkers and academically astute workforce, 
in-country value creation, innovation and environmental preservation. Nillian has thus been 
instrumental in ensuring that Namibia’s National Petroleum Training Funds are prudently 
managed and serve their intended objective. 
 
Nillian holds a Masters Degree in Finance obtained from the University of St. Andrews in Scotland, 
Bachelor’s Degree in Law obtained from the University of Namibia, a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Accounting obtained from the University of Namibia as well as a National Diploma in Cost 
Accounting obtained from the Namibia University of Science and Technology. 
 
In 2018, she attended the Africa Leadership Program offered by Harvard University in the United 
States of America. 
 
Nillian also renders corporate governance support to some of Namibia’s financial services and 
local capacity building institutions. At the moment, Nillian serves on chairs the board of Namibia’s 
leading Pension Fund. She also served on one of the National Training Authority’s industry skills 
committees. 


