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Ndapwilapo Selma Shimutwikeni is a natural resources law and policy expert that creates value 
for the public and private sectors by advising leaders on strategy, inclusive policies, sustainability, 
ESG and trade. Selma is a Managing Director of RichAfrica Consultancy, an advisory company 
that specializes in natural resources law and policy and facilitating investment linkages. She was 
on the team of consultants that reviewed the White Paper on Energy and drafted the National 
Energy Policy on behalf of the Namibian government. She was the lead consultant on the oil and 
gas, local content, mainstreaming gender in the energy sector, sustainability, capacity building 
and regional integration. 
 
Selma is also a non-executive board of director member of Namib Desert Diamonds (NAMDIA), 
a national diamond marketing and sales company established to trade rough diamonds on the 
global market. She has also served on the board of the National Petroleum Corporation of 
Namibia.  
 
Selma believes in the power of convening for social impact and is therefore passionate about 
bringing people together in an environment that encourages and facilitates idea exchange for 
driving change. Selma has successfully conceptualised, led and organized thought-leadership 
platforms including three editions of Namibia’s International Energy Conferences (formerly 
known as the Namibia International Oil and Gas Conference) with partners such as Exxon Mobil, 
Tullow Oil, BP, PwC, Shell, Total & Deloitte. She has also collaborated with the ITC and European 
Commission to co-draft Namibia’s Cybercrime Bill under the ‘Harmonisations of ICT Policies in 
Sub-Sahara Africa’ Project’. 
 
Her previous experience also includes working for Namdeb Diamond Corporation, a partnership 
between De Beers and the Namibian government as well as Howells Solicitors in the UK. Selma 
has also participated in several speaking engagements on natural resources and energy such 
as the Afreximbank Annual Meeting in Russia, Katanga Business Meeting in DRC and most 
recently the AfroChampions initiative on energy at the EU-Africa Business Forum. A published 
thought-leader, her papers have been published in international and local publications including 
the Centre for Energy Petroleum Mineral Law & Policy Annual Review and Forbes Woman Africa. 
She has also completed ‘OpenDoors Training’ with The Boardroom Africa and Institute of 
Directors UK, a globally accredited board training programme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
She holds an LLM degree in International Trade Law from Leeds University, UK as well as an LLM in 
Mineral Law and Policy from the Centre for Petroleum, Mineral Law and Policy at Dundee University 
in Scotland. She also has a BSc in Business Management and Computer Information Systems 
from La Roche University in Pittsburg, USA. 


